
Peruvian 
Horse

THE

An even-tempered, wonderfully smooth 

horse that you can ride competitively at 

the shows, in parades, exhibitions, or on the 

trail. Spirited, yet incredibly easy to handle.

The mission of the North American Peruvian 

Horse Association is to serve as a member-

represented equine association; protect the 

integrity and accuracy of breed records and 

registration process; provide services to meet 

the needs of the show and recreational own-

er/rider; and promote the Peruvian Horse.

www.NAPHA.net

BEAUTY, FLAIR, AND ELEGANCE

In addition to an easy gait, the Peruvian Horse’s 

creators desired their breed to retain a brilliant front 

action movement typified by the lift of the front legs 

combined with “termino,” an outward movement of 

the front legs similar to the rolling of a swimmer’s 

arms doing the crawl.  Lift and termino are 100% 

natural, fluid, effortless and well integrated within 

the gait sequence. Of all the traits that distinguish 

the Peruvian Horse, its tremendous “brio” is perhaps 

the most prized by experts and novices alike. Brio 

is an inherent quality of a noble and willing spirit 

that enables this tractable horse to perform with an 

exuberance that can only be described as thrilling. 

Brio gives the Peruvian its willingness and ability to 

perform tirelessly for many hours.

The Peruvian Horse traces its Spanish roots to the 

16th Century and the conquest of the Inca Empire by 

the Spanish Conquistadors. As part of the invasion 

of Peru, the Spanish brought some of their very best 

breeding stock to the New World. 

As a result of Peru’s isolation from much of the 

world, the Peruvian Horse, which was a mixture of 

the Barb, the Spanish Jennet, and the Andalusian 

became an exceptionally pure breed in that it was 

not crossed with other breeds of horses. Through 

over 475 years of selective breeding, the Peruvian 

Horse developed into one of the smoothest riding 

horses in the world and many believe it to be the 

smoothest, bar none.  In the 1960’s, Peruvian Pasos 

were discovered by riders and breeders in the United 

States who were looking for a smoother ride than 

their trotting horses. As the years passed, more peo-

ple came to discover, admire and ultimately acquire 

this breed.  Experience and enjoy the incomparably 

smooth ride of the PERUVIAN HORSE. Please visit 

NAPHA.net to find out more about horses for sale 

and event information. 

N A P H A

PO Box 2187

Santa Rosa, CA 95405

707.544.5807

napha.net
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Photo courtesy April Visel



A BREED APART

The Peruvian Horse transmits its unique smooth 

gait to its purebred foals. No artificial devices or 

special training aids are necessary to enable the 

horse to perform its specialty – a natural four-

beat footfall of medium speed that provides a ride

of incomparable smoothness and harmony of 

movement along with the utmost ground cover-

ing ability. This signature gait is called “paso llano” 

and is 100% unique to the Peruvian Horse.

CONFORMATION AND APPEARANCE

Physically, the Peruvian Horse is of medium size 

and with refinement; a type of horse known as a 

“light riding horse.” Ideal height is 14-15 hands tall, 

with good balance and almost even ratios of girth, 

leg and back. He may be any color, with a refined 

coat and skin; the mane and tail are long and 

abundant with fine, lustrous hair. Bone is refined 

but dense; in all aspects overall good breeding, 

grace and elegance are desired. 

A VERSATILE HORSE

The Peruvian Horse is the world’s greatest 

riding horse. Smooth to ride, beautiful to 

behold, and easy to ride – all traits that en-

able it to serve its rider in style. The Peruvi-

an is much more than a show horse. It was 

bred and raised to work hard and provide 

smooth reliable transportation. The Peruvi-

an Horse excels in many aspects of pleasure 

riding: trail, Competitive Trail Riding (CTR), 

team penning, sidesaddle, drill teams,  

musical exercise, gaited dressage, showing…  

You name it!
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